Report for 04 February 2007

As & Bs

The Bs were out on Sunday morning at home to league leaders Croom Utd. A good defensive performance in the first half kept Croom at bay with Andrew O’ Connell making a crucial goal line clearance mid way through the half. The Cross dominated possession in the second half but could not get the better of the in-form Croom keeper who made numerous good saves. The game turned on what seemed a legitimate penalty claim by the home side which was turned down by the referee only to see the visitors steal the lead against the run of play shortly after. With the Cross throwing caution to the wind in the latter stages Croom scored a breakaway goal to wrap matters up and claim the points. The Cross could not be faulted for their efforts but it was one of those days when the ball just wouldn’t cross the line. Mike Collins, John Murphy and Mossy Coughlan gave of their all.

The As had a free weekend and were rumoured to be studying Trevor Barry’s video footage of their upcoming opponents. The next two or three fixtures will be crucial to their league campaign.

Underage

A good weekend on the underage front. 

Up first were the 15s, who were pointless to date, at home to title hopefuls Rathkeale on Saturday morning. The visitors were quickly in to their stride and were two goals to the good after twenty minutes. The Cross midfield started to get to grips with their opponents after the poor start and an attack prior to the half whistle resulted in a penalty which was duly converted by the composed Andrew Nagle, putting the keeper the wrong way. Fifteen minutes into the second half Nagle again was masterly from the dead ball situation hitting the top corner from a twenty-five yard free kick. The visitors were clearly rattled at this stage and had to withstand wave after wave of Cross attacks over the next quarter. The inevitable third Cross goal came with time running out when pacy substitute Thomas Bowers ran on to a through ball and converted under the advancing keeper. Unbelievably Rathkeale scored an equaliser on their first attack from the restart after a lapse of concentration on the Cross right side to give final score 3-3. The Cross mentors were delighted with the improved performance of their charges and in particular those who have only started competitive football this season. The training ground efforts are finally paying dividends. Best on the day for the home side were new French signing William Fortin, Paul Martin in the middle of the park, and Denis Keating on the left wing.

The 10s were up an hour later in their make or break first round home cup tie against Cappamore. The first half was a tight affair with both defences in the ascendancy. The second half was equally tense and was also a scoreless affair, which took the tie to extra time. Ask not what your team can do for you but what you can do for you team as someone once said and up stepped Gavin Neenan and Brian Bulfin accordingly. Two killer goals in each period of extra time finished off the tie for a 2-0 win and now it’s onwards to the quarter final which pits us against old foes Knockainey in what promises to be another thriller.

Training

They just keep on comin! New faces again appeared on Friday night at the underage and smallies sessions. Our 14s and 15s in particular have benefited from recent arrivals at the club, and the under 6s now regularly have in or around thirty enjoying the fun at the Convent Hall. The 6s will continue at the current venue until mid March when they will return to the outdoors, after St Patricks weekend.

We continue to welcome all players, irrespective of ability or previous experience.

Underage (Under 10s to 15s) – Friday nights @ 7pm 

Smallies (Under 6ish boys & girls) – Fridays @ 6.30pm (Convent Hall)

Smallies (Under 8ish boys & girls) – Fridays @ 6.45pm (Holycross)

Adult – Continues Tue & Thur nights 

Super Cross

The club newsletter ‘Super Cross’ has generated much favourable comment and this coming weekend will see the final print run go on the shelves. This will be your last opportunity to acquire a copy of this literary sporting masterpiece! 

We have received two pieces for the next issue from younger members and would appreciate contributions from many more. Anything with a Holycross, soccer or other sporting flavour will do.

Web Site

The club web site www.holycrossafc.com is live. Still in development stage the initial reaction from visitors to the site has been hugely positive. Check it out and give us your comments, criticisms, suggestions, etc, etc, etc.

Well done again and big thanks to Helen Flannery for her efforts.

Club Lotto

After much deliberation the club has decided to commence a club lotto. Many of our neighbouring clubs and other local organizations currently fund their efforts almost solely through lotto fundraising and we have decided to follow suit. The lotto draw will take place on a fortnightly basis and commence in March. We are looking to parents in particular to get involved in the sales effort. Run properly this effort can allow the club to greatly increase the quality of events and facilities for our teams and particularly for our underage members.

Please make yourself known to any club member at Friday nights training sessions if you can assist the cause.

Community Games

The club was pleased to welcome Emmett Kirby and Elaine Gennery from the local Community Games committee at last Friday night’s training. We would encourage any parents whose children participate and benefit from this organization to attend the AGM on Monday 12th Feb at the primary school hall @ 8pm to show your support.

Shane O’ Hanlon

The club is pleased to welcome Shane O’ Hanlon to our underage coaching team for a series of sessions with our 14s and 15s. His efforts had an almost immediate effect last weekend when the 15s were within three minutes of taking all three points from second place in the table Rathkeale (see report above). Shane, a former Holycross player, is currently manager of Limerick high flyers Janesboro.

Bebo

Our 15s have set up a very interesting Holycross Under 15 Fan Page on the bebo website which makes very interesting reading. It features comments from players and fans, as well as detailed match reports and much much more. If interested in having a look, talk to Gerard Devine of our Under 15s at Friday night training.

Email Us

The club can be contacted with your comments or suggestions on email address info@holycrossafc.com or holycrossafc@gmail.com  

Holland Trip

All should now have paid the second stage payment of € 175.00. The balance will be payable before end of first week in March.

Weekly Awards

Team of the week – 10s, great 2-0 win in first round of the cup, roll on Knockainey in the second round.

Player of the week – French student William Fortin on his debut for the 15s, great display at centre half. William is currently doing transition year in Bruff.

Goal of the week – Gavin Neenan goal for 15s.

Defender of the week – Billy O’ Regan for 10s, lead by example.

Save of the week – Fabulous Andrew Moloney finger tip second half effort for 15s.

Skill of the week – Andrew Nagle free kick to the top corner for the 15s.

Quote of week – “Kilmallock throw” – An over-excited Padraig Moloney who forgot where he was!

2nd Quote of week – “You traitor” – son Andrew Moloney in reply

3rd Quote of week – “I normally work out set-pieces during Irish class” – 13s Jason Lenihan

Supporter of the Week – Bill Hayes, with his big camera, a regular visitor & always welcome. Well done Bill from all at the Cross for the weekly effort of reporting on all events and matches for the entire schoolboy league for the local press, no small task indeed.

