December 3rd 2006

As & Bs
No games for either side last weekend with the Bs without a fixture and the As match at Lisnagry cancelled due to adverse weather conditions.
Underage
The 10s played a home fixture against Pallas on Saturday afternoon and were looking good after taking the lead through David Breen and Billy O’ Regan. Pallas rebounded however and hit four in return to take all three points. Impressive performances for the Cross on the day were had by recent signing Aaron O’ Hanlon and left footer Chris Nicholl, two boys who look to have big careers ahead.
The 13s were away to Knocklong on Saturday morning and despite dominating first half possession found themselves two goals in arrears at the break. Jason Lenihan went to midfield for the second half and the move paid immediate dividends. Normally at his best in the central defensive role, the Athlacca star broke through twice in the second half to score two goals of sublime quality, and take a share of the spoils. Manager Ger Riordan described it as the best team effort of the season to date, with the Cross passing game particularly impressive. For the Cross Andrew Barron was superb in goals, making a fantastic early first half save. Niall O’ Riordan excelled in the centre before a great second half performance in the central defensive role, and Chris Keane was clever on the wing with a great running and passing display. Repeats of this effort could well see Keane challenge for a league team position. A late challenge for honours might also not be out of the question.
Smallies
The Smallies now take a break until after Christmas. All connected can look back with great pride on the success of this element of the club’s underage structure. It is a pleasure to attend any of the training sessions and witness the enthusiasm, fun, and no little skill levels of the boys and girls involved. Most parents are now well aware that Friday night training times are sacrosanct and all other family matters play second fiddle! 
Training resumes after Christmas and a new fee of €1.00 per week will apply to defray costs. Managers will text exact dates and times in due course to all concerned.
Training
Underage - All age groups - Friday evenings (7 to 8pm)
Smallies (Under 6s) – Break until after Christmas
Smallies (Under 8s) – Break until after Christmas
Adult – Moves indoors until January, managers to advise venues and nights
All underage players (and parents) are reminded that all attending must sign the Register of Attendance prior to training, and pay their €1 fee.
New players are always welcome irrespective of ability or previous experience. We cater for ages four to fifteen.
Holland Trip
A number of people have asked if they could have more time to consider coming on the trip next May. Accordingly, the club has arranged an option to increase numbers traveling if we so require. The trip will afford our young players a chance to mix with others from different countries and backgrounds, and should be a cultural and sporting experience that our 10s & 14s will long remember and cherish. 
The club also wishes to point out that you do not necessarily need to be connected with the traveling squads to book a place. The trip is open to all club members, players and supporters. 
Bag Packing
Calling all volunteers. Mary Dillon has booked the Dec 10th slot at Dunne’s Stores, Parkway Shopping Centre, for bag packing on behalf of the club. With 18 tills to be manned from 11am to 6pm, we are looking for volunteers for one and two hour slots to maximise the possible return. All parents and mentors will be contacted during the week to lend their support. 
Soccer Coaching Course
The club is encouraging as many people as possible to attend an FAI soccer coaching course – for one weekend only - on Friday 15th Dec (7 to 10pm) and Sunday 17th Dec (9.30am to 3.30pm),
You will receive the FAI Kick Start 1 Coaching Certificate on completion. 
Expressions of interest have been received from a number of parents as well as existing mentors connected with our underage squads. The club obviously benefits more with increased numbers involved with our underage teams who have the advantage of a recognised coaching course behind them. 
It is noticeable every Friday night that a large number of parents stay to watch the full training sessions and seem to enjoy the experience. Please consider this an opportunity to get a little more involved if you so wish, and be assured that knowledge of the game, ability, or previous involvement with the sport are absolutely not necessary to enroll. More helpers at Friday night training and at matches are always welcome - many hands make light work.
Soccer Sisters
The club intends to organise a ten-week indoor soccer coaching course for girls aged 5 to 12 after Christmas as part of the FAIs ‘Soccer Sisters’ programme. Exact dates will be advised.
Christmas Raffle

Only two weeks left. This is one of the major fund-raisers of the club’s year and helps to provide facilities for all our underage and adult players so buy a line!
Club Jackets
Order has just gone in, but extras can be ordered up to this weekend. Last chance saloon!
Email Us

The club can be contacted with your comments or suggestions on email address holycrossafc@gmail.com
Weekly Awards
Team of week – 13s, great passing display
Goal of week – David Breen for the10s
Save of the week – Fabulous Andrew Barron first half effort for the 13s
Player of week – Billy O’ Regan for the 10s
Skill of week – Jason Lenihan double for the 13s
Quote of the week – “Is anyone going hunting tomorrow” – Barry Lye to his pals at Friday night training
2nd Quote of the week – “Con says I’m improving, and he doesn’t often say that” – 10s Josh O’ Donnell, after training to his mom
